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General Situstion in the North on night

of 30th/3lst October.

The Yser Inundation is Effective.

The general situation in Flanders on the
night of the 20th/5lst October weas disquieting.
The British Bxpeditionary Force had been con-
tinucusly fighting for ten days; it had suffer—
ed heavy losses; its reserves were ex.hausted;
and no reinforcements from the homeland of any
impor tance, either of men or guns, Wwere On
their way to the theatre of war. The one
bright feature in the plcture was the certainty
of the fullest co-operation between French and
British, which General Dubois had menifested
his firm intention to ensure. In his evening
telegram to the Secretary of State for Var
Sir John FPrench said little more then that con-
siderable reinforcements had resched the enemy,
and that ground had been lost which 1t wes
hoped to retake by a counter-attack. It was
obvious that General Dubois, having Ziven up
nis resecrve to the British, could hardly be
expected to accomplish anything decisive,
General d'Urbal, in fact, directed him to secure
his position by completing the defensive works
alresdy begus, by constructing others, and by
pulling out troops from the front line to form

%
s new reserve. Though the 32nd Division was now

¥ Dubois, D.53.

epproaching Ypres, there seemed but faint hope
of being &ble 1o effect any desisive diversion
with it. Instead of being

employed &s & diviecion, as General Foch anticipat-
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SRD GRENADIER GUARDS.

GUARDS DIVISION.

BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FOROCE,.
2nd Octobor. pi

lany thanks for your lotters of 27th, 28th, also

two from fathor which I got yostordaye. I will now try
and give you a slight account of our doings during the
last fow days but as they havo been po variod it will dbo

rather difficult. As I think I told you in my last letter

I wont up to tho tronchos en tho night of September 29th
to take ovor command of tho romnants of No 1 Companye I
startod off from tho trancport field with tho oookors at
5-30, in the rain. We had to go about 2 miles along the
main road and thon turned off to the loft to got into
LOOS. Just bofore we got into tho village a Jack Johnson
exploded about 15 yards from tho loading wagon but nono
of us woroc hit. Tho Battallon woro holding & disusod
Gorman communication tronch running stralght out on the

left of Loos, and the lines woro roughly as foliown 2=

( P.T.O. fOI" Map.)

(1)
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When I arrivod at 7-30, No 4 with the romnants of No 1
had Just como in from digging tronch Bs This thoy had boon
doing all day undor hoavy fire and they wore very oxhaustod
having had no food for 24 hours. Wo soon got thom somo
food and sottlod down for tho night.

As you soe by tho diagram the tronch wo wore holding
was tho mecond linoc. Tho ground slopos down sllightly from
trench A and thon up again to tronch Be It was ovor this
ground that tho attack was mado on lionday, ono Company having

attackod tho farm and wood,.

Socptomber 30th, Thursday.

Stood to arms at dawne. Did not sleep in tho night as
1t was 30 wet and cold. Iy Company hold the, part marked
black with sevoral machino guns in it, Tho tronoh 1s vory
shallow in parts but wo cannot dig down as it is full of
dead, 00 our only hopo is that thoy wont shcll us. Tho mon
aro trylng to sooop holes for thomsolvos undormoath tho wall
of tho trenche I wont round and talkod to thom about tho
attack, they wero in oxtraordinary good spirits and quite
roady for anothor g0

During tho morming I startod reorganizing the Conmpany
which was no casy Job with only two Sergoants loft. We aiao
started to dig a trench behind a bit of the line, as thoro
woro about 15 dead Gormang 1yin% there who badly meodod
burylng as thoy wore boginning to got highe

Thank goodnosg 1t is a nico ounny day and tho mon oan
dry their kit a bit, what thero is is vory much torn but as
thoro is any amount lying about thoy can mako thoirs up a bit.

About 12 tho C.0., camc round and told mo to take half of
<~ tho Company ‘to tronsch A and got in touoh with our 2nd '
Battalion, which I dide The now troneh was much doopor and

safore

Nothing doing much in the morning but aftor lunch tho
Boschos bogan shelling a bit, but most of. their attontion
was directed on tho mino hoad at LO0OS which I supposoc they
thought was an observation post.

About five of our aeroplancs camo ovor and wore hoavily
sheolled but without succoss. I have soon no Taubos yot and
I boliove they hardly over go up now.

Wo worce to havo boon roliovod at 7 peme by tho Suffolks I
but they novor turnod up till 12. }
i

lot Octobars (Complcte my first yoar's sorvico), i
Startod off 2 a.m, and marchod back about 6 milos to a ,

villago about 3 milous S.W. of Bes Got in at 8 aboolutoly dead @
boat, Slapt till 3 in the aftornoon, whon I got up and had :

broakfast They had Jjust finished calling tho roll and our
casualtios in No 1 as follows ¢ - ;
KILLED WOURDED MISSING
OFP'ICERS - 2 1
NeCaO %o & MEN 8 53 B9
e
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Tho officers wounded aro Vivian and Ritchio but
noithor of thom bade Poor Crabbo is missing but I am sure
thorc is no doubt he was killod whilst getting ovor tho
wall of tho farm, as I have asked those who wore noar him.

Fifty mon camo up from the baso this aftormnoon for No
1, 20 I havo got quito a good Company nowe.

I am mosoing with No 2 Company ac they havoe only two
officers left and I am by mysclf.

What a Joy it 1o to havo a bod agnin and not such a
bad ono eithor.

Octobor 2nd.
Paraded 9 and read out various things to tho men, ono
thing ospecially worthy of ropeating:-

"An Tnglish Officer who was in A =——=—— on the 25th
roports that the Germans when thoy recapturod one of
tholr trenches, colloctecd all the British woundod,
placod them botweon two traversos and thore bombod
them to donth."

I think this will holp our fellows to know what to do
whon their revenge comos ?

I had to colloot tho namos of those who had dono woll
in the attacke Tho only moans of finding out as all the .
officors aro casualties was to ask tho men. They were all |
unanimous about Ritehio, I boliovo ho dld splondidly. |
Sovoral of tho mcon woro also spcecially montionod. 1

How long we romain horo I don't know, but don't think
Tor longe.

Tho onclosed aro two buttons cut off ono of tho
aforomontionocd Boschose I boliovo ho wap o Bavarian -
Givo Ru onoy I got a lotter from him to-day. Whon you .
writo plcaso thank him for it. Toll him I have not boon r
ablo to find ono of the helmets ho montioms, but wlll do ]
my boot noxt time I am up.

Our casualtios in officors killod were oxtraordinarily
light oconsidering -~ only one - and six woundod, but I am
afraid 1lst Coldstroams and Scots took a bad knock. In
our 4th Battalion I hoar Milos Pongonby diod of wounds,
and Tommy Thorno killedes P
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